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LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1, (Currently Amended) A projectioii system comprising: | 

a plurality of light-producing poitions, each of the light-producing portions operable tq 
produce modulated light of certain color spectra; ; 

a light-directing element operable to receive the modulated light spectra from the light- 
producing portions and to combine those modulated Ught spectra; and 

a projection lens operable to project the combmed modulated light spectra onto a displa:y 

surface: ; 

! 
1 

wherein at least one of the plurality of light-producing portions comprises: | 
a ligjht source operable to produce light; 

I 

a first panel, operable to receive light £rom the light source and to modulate the 

received hght; and j 

I 

a first oblique anisotropic conipensation element adjacent to the first panel, the 
first oblique anisotropic compensation element being operable with the projection lens to provide 
an azimuihally averaged, improved contrast image upon the display surface relative to art 
uncompensated image, wherein the improvement to the image on the display surface is relatively 

independent of the point of view of an observer. i 

I 

2, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1 wherein the 

I 

anisotropy of the first oblique compensation element is positive anisotropy. j 

I 

3, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim I wherein the 
anisotropy of the first oblique compensation element is selected from the group consisting oft 
positive anisotropy, negative anisotropy, and biaxial anisotropy. ! 

] 
i 
1 

I 
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I 
I 
I 
! 

i 

I 
I 

4. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1 and further 
comprising at least a second panel and at least a second oblique anisotropic compensatioit 
element adjacent to the second panel, wherein the first and second panels are operable to 
modulate first and second light spectra, respectively, 

5, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 4 wherein one o| 
the fust and second oblique amsotropic compensation elements has positive anisotropy^ and th^ 

other of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements has negative anisotropy. ! 

I 

6. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 5 wherein one ot 
the first and second light spectra is blue and the other is red or green, and wherein the oblique; 
anisotropic compensation element having the positive anisotropy is used to change a state of 
polarization of off-normal mcident light in the first light spectrum and wherein the oblique 
anisotropic compensation element having the negative anisotropy is used to change a state of 

polarization of off-normal incident light in the second hght spectrum. I 

i 
j 

7, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 4, wherein at least 
one of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are splayed relative td 
their respective adjacent panels. i 

8, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 7, wherein both of 
the first and second oblique amsotropic compensation elements are splayed and wherein thcii' 
splays are symmetric to each other. , 

i 

i 

9. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 7, wherem. both ot 
the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are splayed and wherein thcii 
splays are asymmetric to each other. 

1 0, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 7, wherein both oi ' 
the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements have the same anisotropy, j 

I 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 7, wherein both of 
the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements have different anisotropics. ! 

I 

i 
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I 

I 
I 

i 
I 

12. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 7, wherein at leas^ 

I 

one of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements has biaxial anisotropy. 

13. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim t, further 
comprisiiig at least one micro-lens array adjacent to the first panel. 

14. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1, wherein th6 

light-directing element is an X-cube. | 

I 

15. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1, wherein the 

first oblique anisotropic compensation element is substantially optimized for maximum azimuth-j 

I 

averaged contrast* | 

i 
j 

16. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1, wherein the 

i 

first panel is a liquid crystal panel. | 

i 

17. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1, wherein th^ 
oblique anisotropic compensation element includes a polymeric liquid crystal material. | 

i 

18. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1, wherein the 
oblique anisotropic compensation element is a multilayer compensation element. 

19. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1 and further 
comprising a second oblique anisotropic compensation element adjacent to the first panel. i 

20. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 19, wherein the 
first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are on the same side of the first 
panel. 

21. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 19, wherein the 
fu-st and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are on the opposite sides of the first 

panel. i 

I 
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22. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 13, wherein th^ 
first obKque anisotropic compensation element is on the low f-number side of the at least ohq 

micro-lens array. | 

I 
I 

23. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1, wherein th^ 
first panel and the first oblique anisotropic compensation element are formed on a common 

substrate. t 

i 

24. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 23, wherein th^ 
first panel is the substrate on which the first oblique anisotropic compensation element is formed^ 

I 

25. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1. wherein th^ 
first oblique anisotropic compensation element has a tilt angle that ranges from about 0° to about 
50^. 

26. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 1» wherein th$ 

first oblique anisotropic compensation element is splayed relative to the first paneL i 

I 
I 

27. -59. (Canceled) j 
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60. (Currently Amended) A projection system comprising: j 

a plurality of light-producing portions, each of the light-producing portions operable td 
produce modulated light of certain color spectra; 

I 

a light-directing element operable to receive the modulated light spectra fi^m the light-: 

i 

producing portions and to combine those modulated light spectra; and 

I 

a projection lens operable to project the combined modulated light spectra onto a displajj 

surface; ! 

I 

wherein at least one of the plurality of light-producing portions comprises: j 

{ 

a light source operable to produce light; : 

I 

i 

a first panel, operable to receive light from the Ught source and to modulate the 
received light; and 

a fiist oblique anisotropic compensation element adjacent to the first panel, the 
first oblique anisotropic compensation element being operable with the projection lens to provid^ 

an azimuthally averaged, improved contrast image upon the display surface relative to an 

I 

imcompensated image, wherein the improvement to the image on the display surface is relativel> 
independent of the point of view of an observer, and wherein the first oblique anisotropic 
compensation element is configured to change a state of polarization of off-normal incident light- 
and wherein the anisotropy of the first oblique compensation element is positive anisotropy, 

6L (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 60 wherein 
anisotropy of the first oblique compensation element is selected from the group consisting of j 
positive anisotropy^ negative anisotropy, and biaxial anisotropy. 

62, (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 60 and furlhei 
comprising at least a second panel and at least a second oblique anisotropic compensatiorj 
element adjacent to the second panels wherein the first and second panels are operable to 
modulate first and second light spectra, respectively. j 

! 

i 
I 
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i 

! 

! 

I 
I 

63. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 62 wherein one of 
the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements has positive anisotropy, and tli^ 
other of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements has negative anisotropy. i 

64. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 63 wherein one o3' 
the first and second light spectra is blue and the other is red or green, and wherein the oblique 
anisotropic compensation element having the positive anisotropy is used to change a state of 
polarization of off-normal incident light in the first light spectrum and wherein the oblique 
anisotropic compensation element having the negative anisotropy is used to change a state of 
polarization of off-normal incident light in the second light spectrum, j 

I 

65. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 62, wherein af 
least one of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are splayed relative 

to their respective adjacent panels. ! 

I 
I 

66. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 65, wherein both 
of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are splayed and wherein theiy 

splays are symmetric to each other. ; 

« 
I 

67. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 65, wherein botji 
of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements are splayed and wherein theit 
splays are asymmetric to each other. 

68. (Previously Pr^ented) A projection system according to claim 65, wherein botlji 
of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements have the same anisotropy. j 

i 

69. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 65, wherein both 
of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements have different anisotropics. 

70. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 65, wherein at 
least one of the first and second oblique anisotropic compensation elements has biaxial 

anisotropy. ] 

I 

71. (Previously Presented) A projection system according to claim 60, furtheir 
comprising at least one micro-lens array adjacent to the first panel. | 

i 
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